
ARRIVING IN AUSTRALIA? 
Welcome to the land of Sun, Surf, Detention 
Centres and Institutionalised Child Abuse. 

You may THINK that this does not concern YOU. 
But all non-citizens without a visa in Australia face indefinite mandatory 
detention, without charge or trial. In fact all that is required to justify 
detention is a suspicion of someone not having a visa. 

All persons with a visa may have that visa summarily cancelled without 
notice and are then subject to mandatory detention. 

That is Australian Law. 

In Sydney a man had his visa cancelled without notice on arrival, was 
detained at Villawood Detention Centre, and hanged himself within 24 
hours. 

In Perth Immigration Detention Centre there is one Asylum Seeker who 
has been in detention since September 1998. This is in spite of the fact 
that the Australian system of refugee determination accepted his 
accounts of torture and imprisonment in his conflict ravaged homeland. 
They continue to hold him even though he has cooperated with efforts to 
deport him and they still have been unable to secure his deportation. 

Children, even unaccompanied children, are held indefinitely. This is in 
direct violation of the 1983 Convention on the Rights of the Child. A 
case of a seventeen year old in Baxter Detention Centre in South 
Australia was recently discovered.  He has been in detention for three 
years, and upon initial arrival had been “screened out”. This means that 
he was not even allowed to apply for protection, simply locked up 
indefinitely without charge or trial. 

Welcome to Australia, perhaps. 

 
http://rran.dhs.org or call 08 9388 6099 
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