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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Defend Refugee’s Human Rights Campaign for 2002!  This action kit has been especially designed for you to get out there and make a difference.  The kit has not been designed to give you vast amounts of reading material that is done from the comfort of your desk.  We really need you to be a voice in the community, a change agent in social thinking and action!

Refugees are fleeing the fear of persecution and oppression in their own countries due to their race, religion, nationality, social grouping or political opinions.  Yet, people seeking refugee status who make it to the Australian shore are not treated fairly and equitably by international measures.

Some refugees seeking protection; are locked up arbitrarily; have no hope of permanent refugee status in Australia; have no hope of family reunion; have no hope of receiving higher education; have no hope of planning a safe life in a sanctuary like Australia.

As the frontline of defence on refugee’s human rights, Amnesty International Australia (AIA) aims to send a strong message to the government that Australians do care about refugee human rights. We want to galvanise support for refugees and show people that simple acts – such as sending a photo to the Faces of Hope project; speaking to classmates, friends and family; writing letters; signing petitions; performing street theatre; designing activities that include discussion on refugee issues – all contributes to the defense of refugees’ human rights!

How to use this kit

The kit is made up of loose leaf sheets so that you can easily photocopy them and share them around your Amnesty school group.  That way people can have their own copy of the part of the kit that interests them most.  You will notice that each sheet has a symbol included in the title bar for each section:
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       ACTION!


       INFORM!


    INFORM!
     CONTACT DETAILS

Regional School Teams

Amnesty International Australia has contacts in each state and territory.  Your contact is the School Team in your Activist Resource Centre.

Below are a list and the contact details for the Activist Resource Centres.  If you do not have a contact for the Schools Team you will be able to get one through the Centre closest to you.



    ACTION!
       FACES OF HOPE

Faces of Hope is your opportunity to express support for the rights of refugees through a photographic petition.  Simply contribute a photo of yourself, your class, your friends, your family, your community - in all sorts of situations - to a unique photographic display.  Photos can be any style, any size, black and white or colour!  The photo collection is a visual appeal to the Australian public and a petition to present to the government to “Support Refugees Human Rights” on International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2002

Whose photo can I take?

Make sure you have the permission of your subject before you take their photo. The ‘permission of use’ is in the grey text box on this page.  Ask your subjects to read this and explain that their photo will be used only for this project.


Ideas to Promote Faces of Hope & Collect Photos

· Have a face painting event! Paint faces and take photos.

· Photos don’t need to be new – what about when you were a baby?

· At the next birthday party ask if the photos you take can be used in the project.

· Organise setting up a creative photo booth at lunchtime.

· School photos, that extra passport photo, what about that recent holiday shot?

· Ask a wedding or event photographer to submit a photo.

· Don’t forget at any event to mention Faces of Hope – this is a great way people can take action and feel good about defending refugee’s human rights.

Making your own display of Faces of Hope!

Another exciting way you can become involved is by making a display of all the photos you have collected - posters, banners, murals, 3D sculptures! All the displays from all Amnesty International schools groups and individuals will be first exhibited in the regions before converging to form a national display of thousands!! Look out in your next newsletter for information about when you need to have your display completed by.

Send photos you collect to your regional Activist Resource Centre or Email your photo as a jpeg file to facesofhope@amnesty.org.au  

For more information phone 1800 808 157 or

 visit the Amnesty website at www.amnesty.org.au

    ACTION!
      BANNER PAINTING

Banners are a great way of getting your message out BIG!  They can be made of virtually any material…but what you want to do with your banner will determine how big they are and what materials to use.

Included in this kit is an overhead transparency with a banner design on it to help you create a banner.  Decide what you are gong to do with your finished banner before you start to make it so you can decide on what materials you are going to use and how big it is going to be.  


What equipment is needed?

You will need an overhead projector, material for your banner, bluetack or sticky tape, pencils, paints, brushes, newspaper. When it comes to outlining you banner design, make sure that the projection is nice and square on the wall and that it fits on you piece of material attached to the wall.  You can then use a pencil to copy the projected outline of the banner design (which is a dark shadow) onto your banner material.  When you have completed this (check you haven’t missed any bits before turning off the projector and moving anything) …you now have a banner that is ready for painting!

What materials to use?

Calico (a raw cotton woven fabric) is one of the cheapest materials to use.  It also comes in a wide width of 2.4 mts.  Calico is a natural fibre so it won’t be too good if left exposed to the elements or left folded up if it gets wet.  If you are choosing to paint the design on your banner (rather than sew etc), interior acrylic paints used for houses (which are often available in sample pots) are a sturdy and reasonably priced way of getting your painted design down!  You may even know someone who has paint left over from painting their house.  If you want to hang your banner outside for a while in the sun and rain you will need to seek advice about what would be best to use and how much it will cost. 

Make your banner part of Faces of Hope!

You now have a banner that defends refugees’ human rights!  You can use your banner for attracting people to your stall to sign your petition, have their photo taken or buy some yummy food you are selling to fundraise…or maybe they’ll do all three things!  Your banner can be a backdrop for any assembly or lunchtime events you organise.  Ask if it can hang in a prominent place in between uses…so it can be put to good use.

Send a photo of your banner to Faces of Hope so that Amnesty can put your banner message with the faces of thousands of Australians in support of refugee human rights. 


    INFORM!

Who are the Real Refugees?

Consider this… Refugees are people outside their country of origin fleeing a fear of persecution – regardless of the means by which they flee. They are survivors of fear, torture or persecution. They may be doctors, lawyers, teachers, journalists, artists, mothers, fathers, children…they are simply ordinary people, forced to flee their homes to escape human rights abuses. If deported home, refugees possibly face persecution, torture – or death. Refugees may have been threatened – but they are not a threat. 

In 1999, 97% of applicants from Iraq and 93% of applicants from Afghanistan seeking asylum without valid visas in Australia were recognised as genuine refugees. They were provided with visas and allowed to stay in Australia. 

Generally, 84% of all asylum seekers arriving without proper documentation are found to be legitimate refugees and are able to stay in Australia.  This is virtually all the people who arrive by boat.

Aren’t Boat People Queue Jumpers?

Doubts… Australia has a permanent Humanitarian Immigration program for placement of refugees split into an ‘Offshore’ and ‘Onshore’ component. 

The Offshore program refers to people overseas, many of who have already been determined by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to be a refugee. They are granted official permission and assistance to enter Australia prior to arrival. 

The Onshore component consists of people who apply for protection in Australia and are subsequently determined by the Department of Immigration (DIMIA) or the Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT) to meet the criteria of a refugee.

…continued other side

If someone can pay people smugglers, they can’t be a refugee.

However… It has been alleged that people who have the resources to pay people smugglers could not possibly be genuine refugees.  The UNHCR disputes claims about ‘cashed up’ refugees saying that payments made to people smugglers in fact range from AUD $4000 – $5000. In reality, many families and communities pool their resources in an attempt to send their relatives to safety, so great is the desperation to escape certain persecution. 

AIA acknowledges and upholds the right of nation states to maintain border integrity, and recognises that organised people smuggling undermines policing who may or may not enter Australia. 

However, punitive policies imposed by the Australian government in an effort to stop people smuggling deliberately punish the refugees who entered Australia without documents for the crimes of the people smugglers. 


What about mandatory and arbitrary detention? What are the alternatives?

There are alternatives… Under Australian Law anybody who arrives undocumented is not only detained, but must remain in detention until they are either accepted as a refugee or deported.  

There is no access to judicial review for these people.  This means that that there is no process to see if detention is still necessary or has become excessive

For example, any suspected criminal has to go before a court that decides if they are guilty and if they should go to prison.  Asylum seekers who are simply fleeing persecution do not have that right.  The government decides if they are to be detained and for how long.  No court can get someone out of detention.

How does AIA define a refugee for the refugee casework?

Answer…Within the definitions of Australian law, a refugee is an asylum seeker who has been recognised by the Australian immigration system and granted a Protection Visa accordingly. In this way, the immigration system distinguishes between those who are seeking asylum (asylum seekers) and those who have been granted asylum (refugees).

Although AIA works within the parameters of Australian law, we do not necessarily make this distinction.  In accordance with the definitions of international law, AIA considers a refugee to be any person who was forced to flee his or her country and who would face serious human rights violations if returned to it. This is the principle of non-refoulement (non-return) and links in with our mission. At times we support refugee cases of individuals the Australian authorities do not recognise as refugees where AIA believes the individual would face persecution if returned to their home state.


    INFORM!
What about refugees arriving without visas - are they illegal entrants?

Think about this…. Under International Law, as well as Australian Law, a person is entitled to make an application for refugee asylum in another country when they claim they are fleeing persecution. This is a basic human right that all people are granted.

According to DIMIA, people are identified as arriving illegally in Australia if they “arrive with no travel documents or present documentation which is found to be fraudulent, but which they might have used for check-in at overseas airports”. 

People who arrive on our shores seeking refugee status are not illegal. They are asylum seekers – a legal status under International Law.  Many must leave their countries in haste and are thus unable to access appropriate documentation.  In many cases oppressive authorities, such as those in Iran and Iraq, actively prevent normal exit from their country. They hold ‘blacklists’ of those speaking out against the government in the name of freedom and prevent them from freely leaving their country. Given the chaotic nature of those fleeing human rights abuses, refugees often have no real choice but to arrive in Australian without proper documentation in order to seek safety.

If asylum seekers in detention are illegal, they should be formerly charged with an offence, appear before a judge and be found guilty before a jury of committing an offence. This process never occurs, asylum seekers are detained without the right to have a judicial body review their incarceration.

I’m afraid refugees will soon overrun Australia.  Besides, we already take our fair share.

Something to think about… 300 000 refugees arrived in Europe to seek asylum in 2001. In contrast, 4174 reached Australia in 2000. Iran and Pakistan each host over a million Afghan refugees. The burden of assisting refugees is borne mostly by the world’s poorest nations. 

Per capita, according to DIMIA, Australia is the "second most generous" country after Canada with the Humanitarian program taking 12,000 refugees every year. But this refers to a program in which only nine countries participate. Second out of nine is commendable (and more countries might consider similar programs) but second in the world is a misleading assumption. 

Using per capita ratios, the US Committee for Refugee figures tell yet another story, listing the Gaza Strip (1:2) as having the most significant refugee population within its territory, followed by Jordan and the West Bank (both 1:3), then Lebanon (1:11) followed by a number of African countries. Australia, at about 1:1200, hasn't been ranked, but might be unfavourably compared with countries such as Germany (1:456) and Canada (1:566) who are much further up the list. Australia receives relatively few refugees by world standards. The Humanitarian program allows for a maximum of 12 000 refugees per year – a number that has remained static for four years, despite the fluctuating numbers of refugees worldwide.


    INFORM!
     RESOURCES

Get in touch with your closest Activist Resource Centre for copies of these free resources for school groups and teachers.  Other resources are available at minimal costs.  Each Activist Resource Centre has a differing and variety to select from.  Please enquire.

The “How To” activity series papers

1. Getting a School Group Going- a start up kit.

2. The Successful Self-Management Group- what makes it tick?

3. Meeting Fabulous Meetings- guidelines on managing meetings

4. Recruiting and Retaining Group Members- Use them: don’t loose them

5. Amnesty International Letters with impact- the top-down letter format

6. Fundraising can be FUN

7. About Campaigning

8. About Networking

9. Using the Media

10. Amnesty International Mission Policies- the reasons behind the rules

11. Daring to Care- a discussion paper that examines ethical and socially responsible behaviour.

“Behind the Fence”- 10 minutes video/CD produced by QUT final year Film and Television students.  Raises questions about how Australia treats refugees.  Good starting piece for discussion. (for borrowing)

Refugee Presentation Kit- speakers script and overheads and/or slides in PowerPoint Presentation or CD for delivery through a computer linked overhead projector.  Includes statistical graphs, bullet points and graphic images of worldwide conditions for refugees.

“Voices from Beyond the Dark”- adapted from the full-length Ariel Dorfman play, this 10 minute reading play can be performed with as few as three voices. 

Refugee Campaign Resource Library is available on line at the AIA web site. All material is all available in hardcopy from your regional Activist Resource Centre.

Campaign Updates and letter writing actions can be emailed to you by logging on at the AIA web site.

Visit the Amnesty International Australia website for the refugee campaign at:  www.amnesty.org.au/refugees

    INFORM!  
What ever happens to the human rights cases you write appeal letters on?

Amnesty members have been writing letters in defence of human rights for over 40 years.  Two to three thousand letters can be generated internationally about a single case that comes through the Amnesty International’s Urgent Action Network.  

The Urgent Action Network is Amnesty’s front line of defence on human rights.  Cases of human rights abuses around the world are collated in Amnesty’s International Secretariat in London and sent out daily to all Amnesty networks globally.  The letters that people like you write save and change the lives of others forever.

Urgent Actions are also adapted and circulated through specialist structures.  One such structure we have in Australia is the Young Activists E-Network (YAEN) which focuses on the human rights abuses of young people internationally.

Here are three examples below of ‘good news’ reports that have come out though the Amnesty networks on students and young people.

Colombia

8 January 2001

Urgent Action 325/00

Army-backed paramilitaries released a number of the 20 young people aged 13 to 25 who were abducted in October 2000.  It was alleged that the paramilitaries were planning to forcibly recruit them.  These people were from displaced communities fleeing political violence from the municipality of Puerto Gaitan, Meta department.  Forcibly displaced people have frequently been accused of being guerrilla sympathisers or collaborators by the security forces and their paramilitary allies.  These accusations are often followed by death threats and serious human rights violations.  The church-run organization Pastoral Social sent Amnesty International this message of thanks:

"Gracias a las oportunas y efectivas acciones urgentes realizadas ... se logro que los paramilitares con sede en Puerto Gaitan (Meta) regresaran a sus hogares a NELSON YAGUILU, ERMINIA ENCINOSA y sus dos hijos RAMON Y PEDRO ENCINOSA al igual que a RAMON AGUILA, MARIA ELENA, MARIA CECILIA GAITAN entre otros".

"Thanks to your timely and effective Urgent Actions ... the paramilitaries based in Puerto Gaitan (Meta) allowed NELSON YAGUILU, ERMINIA ENCINOSA and her two sons RAMON and PEDRO ENCINOSA, as well as RAMON AGUILA, MARIA ELENA and MARIA CECILIA GAITAN among others to return home".

Amnesty International investigated whether all those abducted in October were released. No more action was required on this case to date. Many thanks to all those who sent appeals.

…continued other side
Indonesia

23 July 2001

Urgent Action 182/01

Eleven human rights activists, mostly students, were released from police detention on 21 July 2001. They had been detained the previous day when members of the Police Mobile Brigade (Brimob) broke up a meeting where they were discussing plans for a campaign against militarism. Several of them are said to be in need of medical treatment for injuries resulting from torture or ill-treatment on arrest or in detention. No further action was required. Many thanks to all who sent appeals.

Turkmenistan

29 October 2001

Urgent Action 121/01

Conscientious objector Dmitry Melnichenko (aged 18) is now serving in an army medical unit in the town of Serdar in western Turkmenistan. He has been visited by a group of fellow Baptists who report that he is content with his situation because he does not have to carry arms. No criminal charges have been brought against him despite his refusal to swear an oath of military allegiance. 

According to Baptist sources, the appeals from the Urgent Action network played a decisive role in the case of Dmitry Melnichenko. They report that: "Had there not been such broad international attention to the case, a criminal case may well have been brought against him and he would have been imprisoned for refusing to swear the oath as well as to carry arms on conscientious grounds."

Dmitry Melnichenko reportedly told Baptist sources not to draw further attention to his case. No further action was requested by the Urgent Action Network.  Many thanks to all who sent appeals.



    ACTION!
      JOIN YAEN

If you would like to become part of the Young Activist E-Network (YAEN) here in Australia and defend the human rights of young people around the world please send an email to Rose_Kulak@amnesty.org.au with your name, post code and email address and saying you would like to join YAEN.

You will be sent Urgent Actions and Rapid Responses Actions on issues that affect young people globally plus any interesting things that are heard through the Amnesty networks.  Please make sure that your ‘in-box’ has enough room to receive emails with attachments.  Be part of this international network!

    ACTION!
        PETITION

Lobbying is an action where you try to influence the views and actions of others, especially those who make decisions for many of us such as politicians.  Petitions are one way of lobbying politicians.  A petition is a way of saying to politicians that “all these people who have put their name to this statement want you to do something about this issue!”  Petitions are then presented to the parliament to either the upper house or the lower house, depending on whom it is addressed to.

Petitioning is one of the oldest and easiest ways of getting people involved in an issue like refugee human rights…but you need LOTS of people signing their name to the petition to make a difference!

On the back of this sheet there is a petition directed to the Senate, the upper house of the Australian federal parliament.  It is requesting that the Senate get rid of any laws that keep children in detention centres.  

A petition has to be set out and contain certain information.  Amnesty International has made sure it does so that the Senate will accept it when you send in all those signatures you have collected.  Amnesty International will also organise its presentation to the Senate on International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2002.

Photocopy the petition on the other side of this sheet and plan ways of collecting as many signatures as you can…maybe you could team it up with creative ways of collecting photos for ‘Faces of Hope’!



    INFORM!
     STATISTICS

Number of Children Held In Detention (May 2, 2002)
	Centre
	Total Number Children
	Total Number of Detainees

	Woomera (SA)
	62
	219

	Curtin  (WA)
	38
	323

	Port Hedland (SA)
	16
	167

	Villawood (Sydney, NSW)
	24
	443

	Maribynong (Melb., Vic.)
	3
	68

	Perth (WA)
	2
	38

	Christmas Island (WA)
	8
	80

	Nauru (Pacific Solution)
	243
	1,100

	Manus Island, PNG
(Pacific Solution)
	125
	700

	Totals
	521
	3,138
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PETITION

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Senate in Parliament assembled:

The petition of the undersigned shows the concern for the human rights of children held in Immigration Detention Centres and Immigration Reception and Processing Centres around Australia.  This is a violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child that stipulates that children should not be held in detention.

Your petitioners therefore request that the Senate repeal legislation that forces children seeking refugee status in Australia to be held in detention.

	
	Name
	Address
	Signature

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	

	11.
	
	
	

	12.
	
	
	

	13.
	
	
	

	14.
	
	
	

	15.
	
	
	

	16.
	
	
	

	17.
	
	
	

	18.
	
	
	

	19.
	
	
	

	20.
	
	
	


Please photocopy and circulate this petition widely.  Do not add to or alter the petition.  A person who is unable to write can put his or her mark beside their name and address in the presence of a witness, who then signs as a witness.  Send the signed petitions to (do not fax):

Refugee Campaign Petitions

Amnesty International Australia

Locked Bag 23

BROADWAY   NSW   2007

Please return this petition by 1 December 2002


    ACTION!
      FUN(DRAISING)!

Fundraising is an integral part of campaigning.  Every campaign needs money and resources to keep it going.  Creative ways of making people part with their money that are fun for you too are the best foundations for fundraising…no matter how big or small the event!

The Defend Refugees’ Human Rights Campaign is no different.  You need money for your banner materials, to develop photos for ‘Faces of Hope’, postage costs for letters, and so on.  

Here are some ideas to get you started.  Be as creative as you can: 

· Organise a sponsored activity such as running, swimming, cycling.  Encourage others to join you in the event and get sponsors of their own.  Ask non-participants to sponsor you in the event and tell them what their money will be going towards defending refugee human rights.

· Set up market stalls.  You can sell second hand books, music, goods in general, food and drinks…whatever you think will be a popular.

· Do you know if there is a bazaar, fair or party happening?  Ask if they would donate some of their income towards defending refugee human rights.

· Put on performances of music, dance, play or poetry and charge an entry fee for the wonderful experience.

· Draw a crowd with street theatre/street musicians- pass a hat through the audience and tell them what you are collecting for.

· Cook up a coffee and cake stall.  Wrap the snacks in paper with a refugee rights message on it!

· Organise a barbecue or picnic where people come along and pay for the culinary experience- and get them involved in the refugee rights campaign.

· Cater for special International lunches- get people to donate dishes/food from other countries and invite people to come long for an international taste sensation!  Charge a cover price.  Make sure you have enough food for all those hungry participants! 

· What about making the most of beautiful winter and spring flowers?  A flower stall adds colour and fun to everyone’s day and raises money for your campaign.

· Have a slave auction.  Get the popular people/senior/teachers in the school and auction them off to be slaves for the day to the highest bidder…but keep your demands to within reason!

· Crazy coloured socks!…they can be the source of laughter and brighten up uniforms for a day.  A gold coin for the fun of it can go a long way for your campaign.

· The theme colour for the Amnesty International Refugee Campaign is blue.  What can you think of to raise money that includes the colour blue…blue balloons, blue cakes, blue ribbons, blue…?

These are just a few suggestions that will keep your campaign going.  Make sure you get the necessary permission that you need to do any of these things...and the most important thing to do is have fun!




    INFORM!   VISA ENTITLEMENTS

Comparison of Visa Entitlements for Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Visas are granted depending on when people apply for the visa and their method of arrival into Australia.  

If a person arrives with a valid travel visa and applies for refugee status within 45 days of landing in Australia, they are granted a Bridging Visa and have certain entitlements up until their case is first heard by the Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT).  If their case is rejected by the RRT the first time then they loose all entitlements.  If the same person applies for a visa after the 45 day rule they also receive a Bridging Visa but with no entitlements.  See the table below for comparison of entitlements.

Only limited entitlements are granted to the holders of Safe Haven Visas (SHV), another category of protection visa.  People who arrive by boat without a valid visa are only entitled to a Temporary Protection Visa (TPV), not a Permanent Protection Visa (PPV).

	
	Permanent Protection Visa
	Temporary Protection Visa
	Bridging Visa

	
	
	
	Apply before 45 days (RRT
	Apply after 45 days 

	Work Rights


	(
	(
	(
	X

	English language classes
	(
	X
	X
	X

	Family Reunion


	(
	X
	X
	X

	Income Support


	(
	(X

(very limited)
	X
	X

	Health assessment and intervention
	(
	X
	X
	X

	Medicare


	(
	(
	(
	X

	Residency


	(
	(X

(temporary)
	X
	X

	Priority Settlement Services


	(
	X
	X
	X

	School Education


	(
	(
	(
	X

	Tertiary Education


	(
	X
	X
	X

	Torture and Trauma counseling
	(
	(
(limited)
	X
	X

	Travel Rights


	(
	X
	X
	X



    ACTION!       CASE STUDY

Generally, when thinking about why refugees flee their country of origin, we tend to visualise people escaping war, political and civil unrest, religious or ethnic persecution and in some cases, famine.  These reasons are implied in the UN Refugee Convention of 1951.  

The case study below looks at the issue environmental degradation forcing the displacement of large numbers of people. Use this case study as a point of discussion for considering a range of concerns that might relate to future issues in the debate about the displacement of peoples, migration and population.

Power, Power and More Dam Power 

In the past, when the waters of the Mekong River rose in summer, they would create a backflow into Lake Tonle Sap in Cambodia.  This prevented the flooding on the Mekong delta, irrigation could support crops, and the lake became an abundant supply of freshwater fish.  

However, changes to the environment of the river and its catchment have brought problems to the area.  The Cambodian government has encouraged increased agricultural productivity and the building of dams for irrigation.  Changes to the environment include:

1. a decline in fish catches which fishermen blame on the fertiliser run-off, increased irrigation drawing more water from the river and the rising salination as tidal effects reach further up the delta from the South China Sea.  (Fish harvested from the river used to contribute to more than 60% of the Cambodian population's protein intake.)  

2. an increase in sediment on the lake's floor as topsoil is washed away during the wet season

3. deforestation as a result of increased agricultural activity and logging.

Under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, everyone is entitled to food, shelter and security, yet the increased use of the river has reduced the availability of food and altered living patterns.  Depletion of resources can lead to a break-down in civil society as communities struggle to feed their people, and face conflict over basic needs such as food and water.  

Consider these points and discuss the questions as a group:

· If there was an environmental and economic collapse in Cambodia and people start leaving seeking asylum in other countries, what would Australia's obligations to Cambodians be?  What Australian or international law would determine Australia’s obligations to Cambodians?

· What could Australia do in conjunction with the international community to prevent the displacement of these people?

· Would the people leaving Cambodia and Vietnam because they have lost their livelihood, be considered refugees under the Refugee Convention?

Australia resettled many Cambodians and Vietnamese in the 1980's following conflict in these countries.  Many of these people arrived in Australia without documentation, fearing for their safety.  Under current Australian law, these people would be detained until they could be identified, judged safe to the Australian community and determined to be a refugee under the Refugee Convention.  They may be detained in remote locations, away from existing Cambodian/Vietnamese community groups.  

…continued other side
· Indonesia has 100,000 displaced people living there.  Would Indonesia be called on again to house displaced persons?

Useful websites addresses for further information:

www.newint.org./issue273/keynote.html        www.reliefweb.int/w/map
www.asiaweek.com/asiaweek/magazine/2000/0908/as.books.html    

www.irn.org/programs/lancang/           www.panda.org/livingwaters/mekong.htm
www.hawaii.edu/hga/gawo1/workshop/Mekongdam.html

www.abc.net.au/rn/science/ockham/stories/s162033.htm
www.travelmedia.com/mekong/tonle.html

    ACTION!
      PACK YOUR BAGS!

The objective of this exercise is to give people an idea of what refugees go through and what it feels like to leave family, friends and belongings behind.  Do this with a group of people where a discussion can take place afterwards.


    ACTION!
      LETTER WRITING

Background

Amnesty International remains gravely concerned that all children currently held in immigration detention in Australia are not provided the protection and promotion of their health and well being. Hundreds of children have been detained in Australia in the last 12 months and children continue to be detained if they arrive in Australia without proper documentation.

Amnesty International believes mandatory detention of children in Australia raises specific concerns regarding their development and physical and mental health. Many children in detention will have experienced trauma prior to arriving in Australia, with this trauma exacerbated by the effects of prolonged, arbitrary detention. 

Considerable evidence has shown that detention centre environments are inadequate to meet the special needs of any child, let alone children who have suffered human rights abuses and the anguish of fleeing their home. There are also fears that children housed in detention centres may be at heightened risk of abuse. Amnesty International believes that the environment of a detention centre is inadequate in providing for the maintenance and practice of a child’s language, religion, culture, education or social development. 

An independent body to protect the best interests of children in detention in Australia.

As an example, the United States is currently examining proposed legislation that would establish within the US Department of Justice, the Office of the Children’s Services. This Office is to be responsible for coordinating and implementing law and policy for unaccompanied alien (non-United States citizen) children. The proposals included:

· Establishing an Inter Agency Task Force on Unaccompanied Alien Children

· Prohibiting detention of unaccompanied alien children in adult or delinquent children facilities

· Prohibiting an unaccompanied alien child from being deported to a country unless an independent assessment of that country’s conditions has been conducted, as well as an assessment of the child to be deported

· Directing that each unaccompanied child is provided with legal counsel and guardianship.

At a minimum Amnesty International would welcome in Australia the creation of a similar Office of the Children’s Service within the appropriate Department. It is important to note that the International Committee on the Rights of the Child also states that conditions in institutions in which children are placed be supervised and monitored, including by an independent body. While children remain detained in Australia, Amnesty International urges for the creation of such a body with responsibility for monitoring immigration detention centres and where necessary introducing procedures to prevent incidents such as abuse, psychological damage and exacerbated trauma. 

…continued other side
International law says so

It is clearly stated in international law that in every action or decision made concerning children, the best interests of the child are to be a primary consideration (Article 3, Convention on the Rights of the Child, CROC). Amnesty International believes the regime of mandatory detention of all unauthorised entrants to Australia, including children, violates this human rights treaty. 

Amnesty International is also concerned that a conflict of interest has risen for the Minister for Immigration, as the Minister responsible for both the detention of asylum seekers and the guardianship of unaccompanied minors. This guardianship requires him to maintain at all times the best interests of the child. Amnesty International urges that the Department for Youth Affairs investigate this conflict of interest to ensure that children’s human rights are protected.



    ACTION!
      FEEDBACK FORM


Your Contact Details:

	(Ms / Mrs / Miss / Mr) First Name
	Family Name

	School

	School Group Name (if applicable)

	Postal Address



	Town / Suburb

	State
	Post Code

	Email
	Mobile

	Phone (Work)
	Phone (Home)


The Campaign Action Kit:

	How did you find out about the kit? (circle as appropriate)
	Amnesty Office
	AI website
	Opt-In Sheet

	
	From a friend
	AI newsletter
	Other website

	
	Letter from AI
	Other AI member
	Other

	How did you use the kit?
	As an AI group
	As an individual
	Other

	Which section did you use most?
	

	Which section did you use least?
	

	What would you change in the next kit?

Would you add anything?
	

	How many letters did you or your group write using the kit?
	

	Did you use the Amnesty International Australia website as a result of receiving this kit?
	Yes
	No


…continued other side

	How would you rate the Kit? (with 1 the worst & 10 being the best) – please circle

1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10


Membership:

	Are you a member of Amnesty International Australia?


	Yes
	No

	(If you are in a group)  How many members does your group have?
	

	Any other comments?
	


Thank You for completing this Feedback Sheet.  

Please send the completed form to:

POST:
Amnesty International Australia



Refugee Campaign Feedback

GPO Box 2669

BRISBANE   4001
FAX:

07 3221 0598



Attention: Refugee Campaign Feedback
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Just as the name implies, ACTION! is based around activities that will help you defend refugee human rights- whether it’s letter writing, banner painting for a public display, taking photos for ‘Faces of Hope’, fundraising so you can do more actions- action means ACTION!





But where would you be without the information and background to the issue of refugee human rights?  That’s where INFORM! will answer some of those hard questions and list resources available to you so that you are informed and can then INFORM! others.
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Freecall 1800 808 157


 for your nearest 


Activist Resource Centre








Western Australia





WA Activist Resource Centre


Suite2, Floor 1


115 Cambridge Street


West Leederville   6007


Ph: 08 9381 3200


Fx: 08 9388 3428


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:waaia@amnesty.org.au" ��waaia@amnesty.org.au�





South Australia/Northern Territory





SA/NT Activist Resource Centre


Floor 1


Torrens Building


220 Victoria Square


Adelaide   5000


Ph: 08 8221 5979


Fx: 08 8221 5940


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sant@amnesty.org.au" ��sant@amnesty.org.au�











Australian Capital Territory





ACT Activist Resource Centre


Omonoia Building


175 City Walk


Canberra   2601


Ph: 02 6249 8263


Fx: 02 6257 7588


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:actaia@amnesty.org.au" ��actaia@amnesty.org.au�





Tasmania





Tasmanian Activist Resource Centre


Space 229


Salamanca Arts Centre


77 Salamanca Place


Hobart   7004


Ph: 03 6223 3245


Fx: 03 6223 3290


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tasaia@amnesty.org.au" ��tasaia@amnesty.org.au�














Queensland





Queensland Activist Resource Centre


GPO Box 2669


Brisbane   4001


Ph: 07 3221 0221


Fx: 07 3221 0598


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:qldaia@amnesty.org.au" ��qldaia@amnesty.org.au�





New South Wales





NSW Activist Resource Centre


29 Shepherd Street


Chippendale   2008


Ph: 02 9217 7670


Fx: 02 9217 7677


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:nswaia@amnesty.org.au" ��nswaia@amnesty.org.au�





Victoria





Victorian Activist Resource Centre


14 Risley Street


Richmond North   3121


Ph: 03 9427 7055


Fx: 03 9427 1643


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:vicaia@amnesty.org.au" ��vicaia@amnesty.org.au�
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Faces of Hope – Permission of Use


Important: By sending your photo to ‘Faces of Hope” you agree to the following:


I agree to Amnesty International Australia using this photograph for the purposes of the ‘Faces of Hope’ project. By sending this photograph I acknowledge that it will be used in public photographic displays hosted by Amnesty International Australia as part of an appeal to the Australian public & a public petition to the Australian government to support refugees’ human rights.


I understand that this photograph will not be used for any purpose other than the displays mentioned above.


I understand that at no time during storage or displays will the photograph be accompanied by any details identifying me.


Due to the logistics of collecting, storing & displaying the photographs, I understand that once my photograph has been submitted to Amnesty International Australia it cannot be returned to me or withdrawn from the project.


I understand that Amnesty International Australia will take all reasonable precautions to ensure the photograph is protected from misuse, loss & unauthorised access or disclosure.  Amnesty International Australia will destroy the photograph if it is no longer needed for the purposes of the project.
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Defend Refugees’ 


Human Rights





� EMBED PBrush  ���


� EMBED PBrush  ���


www.amnesty.org.au








Now, for a bit of a mathematical problem solving for your banner design planning!  





The design is on an A4 sheet which is roughly 20 cm by 30 cm.  No matter how big you project it, its ratios will always remain the same.  How big do you need you banner material to be so it can be enlarged but still fit?








    		                   HARD QUESTIONS 


		                     ANSWERED
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The issues of refugees, asylum seekers and Australia’s responsibility to its international commitments are contentious. People have many different perceptions on the issues and ‘facts’ and ‘myths’ are often blurred and used to argue and counter-argue emotive points.


Below are some common questions that are raised by many people, with some comments for reply. This is not an exhaustive list of questions that arise, and often it is just as much about what a person feels as to what a person knows that will decide their reactions.





The Offshore Resettlement Program is a positive and welcome initiative, one that Australia can be proud of. 


However, the Onshore program has created the impression that there is a ‘queue’ for asylum-seekers to join. In countries like Afghanistan and Iraq, two countries from which millions of people are fleeing persecution, Australia has no diplomatic representation. Refugee flows from these countries – and others – is chaotic. 


Few countries between the Middle East and Australia are signatories to the Refugee Convention, the human rights treaty that outlines the duty of care that countries must provide refugees, and so refugees are forced to continue to other countries to find secure and sustained protection.  They must often flee suddenly without proper documentation or visas to a safe country, and those forced to flee this way must not be penalised for doing so. There is no queue for people to wait in to have their refugee applications processed.





Ongoing, arbitrary detention with no recourse to judicial review is a violation of human rights. Asylum seekers have been detained for up to four years and children have been born into detention. There are better, more economically viable and more humane ways of responsibly handling onshore asylum-seekers. 





Most Western countries recognise that a process must be in place for all entrants to a country to verify identity and to undertake health and security checks. Yet once these initial procedures have taken place there are alternatives to keeping asylum-seekers in detention while the refugee assessment is carried out.  Community housing, bail conditions and other reporting mechanisms are all used in other western countries.








    		                   HARD QUESTIONS 


		                     ANSWERED  …continued
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People smuggling is a crime that the international community needs to combat.  Yet at all times this must not undermine the legitimate need for those fleeing persecution to seek refuge.  The international community, in eradicating people smuggling, is also required to address the growing numbers of asylum seekers throughout the world.  Australia has a role to play in this.
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	                    GOOD NEWS FOR YOUNG ACTIVISTS
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What to do


Tell the audience that hostile forces have invaded their country.  They are at the moment in a refugee camp run by the foreign power.  They have been offered a bus in order to leave the country and they can bring all their loved ones, but only those that they can name on a piece of paper.  They have two minutes to write down the names of all the people they want to bring on the bus.  They are also allowed to bring all their belongings, but only the things they can write down on the paper in the same two minutes.


As soon as the two minutes are up, tell the audience that the bus has broken down and they only have a small car.  They are only allowed to bring four people and three personal belongings.  Get them to write them down in one minute.








Things to think about:


Ask before you start if anyone in the audience is a refugee, or has a family member who is a refugee.  In that case, mention that this exercise might be very emotional


You can make this exercise a lot more intense and unpleasant by walking around the room shouting out orders and telling everyone to hurry up.  But remember, this exercise can be a disturbing experience, so take care to not upset your group members. If anyone is distressed, stop the exercise. 


Make sure you always ask people what this exercise felt like and give them an opportunity to express their feelings to the group or in private.





Things to discuss:


What did this feel like?  What did you bring? Why?


Do you know anyone who has experienced a situation like this?  What did they bring? Why?


What do we value in life and what can we live without?
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Recommended Action!


Amnesty International is campaigning to defend refugee’s human rights. Add your voice. Please send appeal letters urging Australian authorities to:


Immediately investigate and introduce alternatives to the detention of all children in immigration detention, including those with family members and unaccompanied minors,


Maintain and protect at all times the best interests of the health and well being of children in detention,


Establish an independent body to supervise and monitor children in detention, including permitting such a body to make recommendations and take action to protection the best interests of the child,


Investigate the current conflict of interest in the portfolio of the Minister for Immigration and immediately transfer the guardianship of unaccompanied children to an appropriate ministry.








Write to:


The Hon Larry Anthony, MP


Minister for Children and Youth Affairs


House of Representatives


Parliament House


Canberra ACT 2600 


Tel: (02) 6277 7240


Fax: (02) 6273 4152


Email � HYPERLINK mailto:Larry.Anthony.MP@aph.gov.au ��Larry.Anthony.MP@aph.gov.au�


Salutation: Dear Minister








The Hon John Howard, PM


Prime Minister


House of Representatives


Parliament House


Canberra ACT 2600 


Tel: (02) 6277 7700


Fax: (02) 6273 4100


Salutation: Dear Prime Minister
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Amnesty International needs to know what you think so that we can keep improving in the way we produce campaign materials to keep human rights activism alive!  Please fill in this two page feedback sheet and send it off as soon as you can.


Please complete this Feedback Sheet within two months of receiving it or by 


2 December 2002 at the very latest.
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