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Vietnamese boat

reaches

DARWIN: A Navy patrol
boat escorted a |5-metre boat
carrying up to 140 possible
Yietnamese refugees into
Darwin Harbaur yesterday.

The boat, expected for some
days, was intercepted late yester-

day morning by HMAS Assail

after a coastal surveillance air-
craft spotted it about 100 kilo-
metres from Darwin.

Observers say the boal is in
much belter condition than most
that have made the trip and that
there appears lo be more passen-
ger accommodation.

A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Immigration said in
Darwin it was belicved that the
vessel had travelled from Viet-
nam. Many on board were be-
lieved to be children.

There were no reports of seri-
ous sickness among them.

An officer from the refugee
section was in Darwin to in-
lerview the passengers and this
was expected to begin on
Wednesday after quarantine and
health checks today,

The 140 were to slay on board
overnight and go ashore at the
quarantine station today. It was
understood that the Minister for
Immigration, Mr Macphee,

Darwin

would make a statement on the
latest arrivals today,

e ———

Sources within the Depart-
ment of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs said yesterday thal the
people in the boat would be
accepted as refugees.

Mr Macphee is expected to put
a formal proposal to Federal Cab-
inet during this session of Par-
liament based on a new human-
itarian program which could be
used 1o apply to “displaced” per-
sons from all parts of the world,
not just Inde-China,

Australia and other nations in
the Pacific region are aware of
the changed status of most people
now lecaving Indo-China,
economic emigrants and young
men wanting to avoid mulitary
service in Kampuchea, rather
than political refugees.

This has moved at least one
country, Thailand, to refuse to
accept any more refugees.

The Government has come un-
der fire from the Opposition
which says that, to be consistent,
Australia should allow entry 10
refugees from China and Afghan-
istan, who might have much more
claim than the Vietnamese to
being political refugees.
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Officers to
interview
refugees

DARWIN: Officers of the refu-
gees' section of the Department of
Immigration have begun interview-
ing 146 people who arrived in
l?olmin on Monday on a |5-métre

at.

Health, customs and identification
checks of the new arrivals took up most
of yesterday, a spokesman for the de-
partment said. .

The 146 arrivals are made up of 61
children, 55 men and 30 women and all
looked in good health when they
stepped ashore yesterday.

They are being examined and in-
terviewed at the East Arm quarantine
station in Darwin.

Their condition and questions about
where their journey began has led 1o
speculation about whether they are
“genuine™ refugees.

The boat, the VT818, sailed from
Malaysia 1o Australia.

The Minister for Immigration and
Ethnic Alfairs, Mr Macphee, said yes-
terday that some of the new arrivals
might not have come directly from
Vietnam. '

Investigations were being carried out
by a team of officers to establish their
true identity, he said in a statement
issued in Canberra,

“I will decide the action to be taken
when further reports are received”, he
said.

“l am concerned to ensure ihat
claims to protection and assistance by
any who may, in fact, be refugees are
given full and sympathetic considera-
tion™.
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Two iIn

refugee

boatload held

Two people from the
boatload uf I46 Indo-Chinese
who arrived in Darwin on
Monday had been taken into
cuslody the Minister for Im-
migration and Ethnic Affairs,
Mr Macphee, said yesterday
in Canberra.

This follows investigations into
the background of those on board
the vessel, VT 818, and reports
that the boat had stopped off the
cast coast of Malaysia on the way

to Australia.

Suspicions that not all were
bona fide relugees were strength-
ened by their relatively strong
physical condition.

Mr Macphee issued a
siatement yesterday saying in-
vestigations were continuing and
he expected to hold a press con-
ference later this week.

The Government has been re-
viewing refugee intake policy in
the light of claims that increasing
numbers are flecing for economic
reasons, rather than political per-
secution.

Mr Macphee yesterday

stressed that investigations into
the nature of the latest arrivals in
Darwin were “Quile separare™
from this policy review.

Information had been obtained
aboul the vessel VT 838 before
it had entered Australian ler-
ritorial waters. It was on this
basis that legislation passed last
year dealing with arrival of un-
authorised vessels was pro-
claimed on September 10.

The Minister said he had pre-
viously foreshadowed action
against unauthorised arrivals at
Australian ports.

Bul innocent passengers, in-
cluding children, would not be
victimised,

Parliament had passed the Im-
migration (Unauthorised Ar-
rivals) Bill in accordance with
this palicy.

The Canberra branch of the
Indo-China Refugee Association
said in a statement last night that
there are Vietnamese families in
Canberra who would be willing to
take care of any unaccompanied |
children from the boat until the
Government decides what to do
about them.
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MACPHEE STATEMENT

Refugees
racket

suspected

Inquiries into the arrival in
Darwin this week of 146 Indo-
Chinese indicated that it was part
of a well-planned simdlcatc opera-
tion to move illegally into
Australia, the Mmuter or Immi-
ﬁ{muon and Ethnic Affairs, Mr

acphee sald yesterday.

apparentl had been
ong Kong and ceaired in

qlmned in Hml

“Inquiries so far indicate that the _Fuun-
gers on board may have come from Taiwan
and Hong Kong and paid substantial amounts
for their passage to Australia”, he said in a
stalement.

“Investigations have tended 1o confirm that
some of the people . hldmllhfedln
Vietnam for m

Mr Macphee's mtumut follows specula-
tion about the origins of the men, women and
children on Imrd which arose Elrt! because
of their hnl | condit suspi-
cion was I'nul en large amounts of cash,
?ulﬂsn:lm in lh: case of one couple, was
There had been reports that the boat which
brought them to Australia, VT838, had
stopped ofT the east coast of Malaysia on the
way lo Darwin,

r Macphee said it appeared that most of
the people from the boat were ethnic Chinese.
On arrival, they had said they were Vietnam-
ese n:l‘ulwm who had come directly from

Vicinam hnpm; thcy would be allowed tostay.

“Detailed mvmnptm are continuing in
Australia and overseas”, he said.

Two officers from the Royal Hong Kong
Police were in Darwin to help.

“There has long been close lisison between
Australian and Hong Kong law-enforcement
authorities”, he said. “The Hong Kong police
have great experience with the problem of
refugees and illegal immigration, and there-
fore responded promptly to Australia’s request
for assistance.

*There is a need for further investigations,
particularly to establish the identity of those
on board, and this is likely to take at least

mare days.

“When the lmupuuu are completed, |
will then decide on what action is to be taken

Vietnam differed from those flecing the
country in the past, in that their motivation
was more economic Lhan political.

Mr M emphasised yesterday that
investigations about illegal entry into Aus-
tralia had nothing to do with the review of
reflugee policy.

He said the review covered refugees from
Poland and other parts of the world as well
as those from Indo-China.

The review was in respect of the present

oullow of e and had no relevance of
thase who “settled so successfully in
Australia”,
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Refugees ‘racket’

Initial investigations into the sta-
tus of 146 people who arrived in
Darwin recently on board a fishing
boal appeared 1o have exposed
“what looks like an extremely seri-
ous racket”, the Minister for Immi-
gration and Ethnic Affairs, Mr
Edacph::. told Parliament yester-

ay.

nvestigations into the status of those
on board were still continuing and he
would make a statement on the matler
early next week.

He said it had been determined that
the vessel had not come from Vietnam
and he expected action would be taken
to [:rm:utc at least some ofl the ar-
Tivins,

Mr Macphee pointed out that there

were 60 children on board “and that
creales considerable difficulties be-
cause they are innocent victims of other
people’s decisions”,

“We are anxious 1o make certain that
no final statement is made until every
individual has been interviewed and we
are satisfied that we are in a position

(o0 make a judgment on the status of
cvery individual on board”,

The Government was anxious not to
impugn the status of those people who
were unquestionably genuine refugees
— many of whom were now Australian
citizens,

“l know they share everyone else's
concern that this racket, if indeed it is,
is fully ex and that action is
taken”, said Mr Macphee.
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