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Vietnamese boat

reaches

DARWIN: A Navy patrol
boat escorted a |5-metre boat
carrying up to 140 possible
Yietnamese refugees into
Darwin Harbaur yesterday.

The boat, expected for some
days, was intercepted late yester-

day morning by HMAS Assail

after a coastal surveillance air-
craft spotted it about 100 kilo-
metres from Darwin.

Observers say the boal is in
much belter condition than most
that have made the trip and that
there appears lo be more passen-
ger accommodation.

A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Immigration said in
Darwin it was belicved that the
vessel had travelled from Viet-
nam. Many on board were be-
lieved to be children.

There were no reports of seri-
ous sickness among them.

An officer from the refugee
section was in Darwin to in-
lerview the passengers and this
was expected to begin on
Wednesday after quarantine and
health checks today,

The 140 were to slay on board
overnight and go ashore at the
quarantine station today. It was
understood that the Minister for
Immigration, Mr Macphee,

Darwin

would make a statement on the
latest arrivals today,

e ———

Sources within the Depart-
ment of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs said yesterday thal the
people in the boat would be
accepted as refugees.

Mr Macphee is expected to put
a formal proposal to Federal Cab-
inet during this session of Par-
liament based on a new human-
itarian program which could be
used 1o apply to “displaced” per-
sons from all parts of the world,
not just Inde-China,

Australia and other nations in
the Pacific region are aware of
the changed status of most people
now lecaving Indo-China,
economic emigrants and young
men wanting to avoid mulitary
service in Kampuchea, rather
than political refugees.

This has moved at least one
country, Thailand, to refuse to
accept any more refugees.

The Government has come un-
der fire from the Opposition
which says that, to be consistent,
Australia should allow entry 10
refugees from China and Afghan-
istan, who might have much more
claim than the Vietnamese to
being political refugees.
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Officers to
interview
refugees

DARWIN: Officers of the refu-
gees' section of the Department of
Immigration have begun interview-
ing 146 people who arrived in
l?olmin on Monday on a |5-métre

at.

Health, customs and identification
checks of the new arrivals took up most
of yesterday, a spokesman for the de-
partment said. .

The 146 arrivals are made up of 61
children, 55 men and 30 women and all
looked in good health when they
stepped ashore yesterday.

They are being examined and in-
terviewed at the East Arm quarantine
station in Darwin.

Their condition and questions about
where their journey began has led 1o
speculation about whether they are
“genuine™ refugees.

The boat, the VT818, sailed from
Malaysia 1o Australia.

The Minister for Immigration and
Ethnic Alfairs, Mr Macphee, said yes-
terday that some of the new arrivals
might not have come directly from
Vietnam. '

Investigations were being carried out
by a team of officers to establish their
true identity, he said in a statement
issued in Canberra,

“I will decide the action to be taken
when further reports are received”, he
said.

“l am concerned to ensure ihat
claims to protection and assistance by
any who may, in fact, be refugees are
given full and sympathetic considera-
tion™.
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Two iIn

refugee

boatload held

Two people from the
boatload uf I46 Indo-Chinese
who arrived in Darwin on
Monday had been taken into
cuslody the Minister for Im-
migration and Ethnic Affairs,
Mr Macphee, said yesterday
in Canberra.

This follows investigations into
the background of those on board
the vessel, VT 818, and reports
that the boat had stopped off the
cast coast of Malaysia on the way

to Australia.

Suspicions that not all were
bona fide relugees were strength-
ened by their relatively strong
physical condition.

Mr Macphee issued a
siatement yesterday saying in-
vestigations were continuing and
he expected to hold a press con-
ference later this week.

The Government has been re-
viewing refugee intake policy in
the light of claims that increasing
numbers are flecing for economic
reasons, rather than political per-
secution.

Mr Macphee yesterday

stressed that investigations into
the nature of the latest arrivals in
Darwin were “Quile separare™
from this policy review.

Information had been obtained
aboul the vessel VT 838 before
it had entered Australian ler-
ritorial waters. It was on this
basis that legislation passed last
year dealing with arrival of un-
authorised vessels was pro-
claimed on September 10.

The Minister said he had pre-
viously foreshadowed action
against unauthorised arrivals at
Australian ports.

Bul innocent passengers, in-
cluding children, would not be
victimised,

Parliament had passed the Im-
migration (Unauthorised Ar-
rivals) Bill in accordance with
this palicy.

The Canberra branch of the
Indo-China Refugee Association
said in a statement last night that
there are Vietnamese families in
Canberra who would be willing to
take care of any unaccompanied |
children from the boat until the
Government decides what to do
about them.
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MACPHEE STATEMENT

Refugees
racket

suspected

Inquiries into the arrival in
Darwin this week of 146 Indo-
Chinese indicated that it was part
of a well-planned simdlcatc opera-
tion to move illegally into
Australia, the Mmuter or Immi-
ﬁ{muon and Ethnic Affairs, Mr

acphee sald yesterday.

apparentl had been
ong Kong and ceaired in

qlmned in Hml

“Inquiries so far indicate that the _Fuun-
gers on board may have come from Taiwan
and Hong Kong and paid substantial amounts
for their passage to Australia”, he said in a
stalement.

“Investigations have tended 1o confirm that
some of the people . hldmllhfedln
Vietnam for m

Mr Macphee's mtumut follows specula-
tion about the origins of the men, women and
children on Imrd which arose Elrt! because
of their hnl | condit suspi-
cion was I'nul en large amounts of cash,
?ulﬂsn:lm in lh: case of one couple, was
There had been reports that the boat which
brought them to Australia, VT838, had
stopped ofT the east coast of Malaysia on the
way lo Darwin,

r Macphee said it appeared that most of
the people from the boat were ethnic Chinese.
On arrival, they had said they were Vietnam-
ese n:l‘ulwm who had come directly from

Vicinam hnpm; thcy would be allowed tostay.

“Detailed mvmnptm are continuing in
Australia and overseas”, he said.

Two officers from the Royal Hong Kong
Police were in Darwin to help.

“There has long been close lisison between
Australian and Hong Kong law-enforcement
authorities”, he said. “The Hong Kong police
have great experience with the problem of
refugees and illegal immigration, and there-
fore responded promptly to Australia’s request
for assistance.

*There is a need for further investigations,
particularly to establish the identity of those
on board, and this is likely to take at least

mare days.

“When the lmupuuu are completed, |
will then decide on what action is to be taken

Vietnam differed from those flecing the
country in the past, in that their motivation
was more economic Lhan political.

Mr M emphasised yesterday that
investigations about illegal entry into Aus-
tralia had nothing to do with the review of
reflugee policy.

He said the review covered refugees from
Poland and other parts of the world as well
as those from Indo-China.

The review was in respect of the present

oullow of e and had no relevance of
thase who “settled so successfully in
Australia”,
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Refugees ‘racket’

Initial investigations into the sta-
tus of 146 people who arrived in
Darwin recently on board a fishing
boal appeared 1o have exposed
“what looks like an extremely seri-
ous racket”, the Minister for Immi-
gration and Ethnic Affairs, Mr
Edacph::. told Parliament yester-

ay.

nvestigations into the status of those
on board were still continuing and he
would make a statement on the matler
early next week.

He said it had been determined that
the vessel had not come from Vietnam
and he expected action would be taken
to [:rm:utc at least some ofl the ar-
Tivins,

Mr Macphee pointed out that there

were 60 children on board “and that
creales considerable difficulties be-
cause they are innocent victims of other
people’s decisions”,

“We are anxious 1o make certain that
no final statement is made until every
individual has been interviewed and we
are satisfied that we are in a position

(o0 make a judgment on the status of
cvery individual on board”,

The Government was anxious not to
impugn the status of those people who
were unquestionably genuine refugees
— many of whom were now Australian
citizens,

“l know they share everyone else's
concern that this racket, if indeed it is,
is fully ex and that action is
taken”, said Mr Macphee.
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Thai boat crew facing
$100,000 fines or jail

SYDNEY: The crew members of the
Thai fishing boat which arrived in Darwin
with 146 people aboard on October § are
expected to be prosecuted soon under
Australian immigration law.

At least six people, including the vessel's
master and crew, face fines of up 10 $100,000
and 10 years' jail under the Immigration
(Unauthorised Arrivals) Act, 1980, pro-
claimed earlier this month after information
about the vessel was obtained before it entered
Australian territorial walers.

Most of the other 140 people of Asian
origin, including 60 children, are likely to be

charged with being prohibited immigrants and
deported

The passengers, who claimed 10 be Viet-
namese reflugees, are understood Lo have come
from Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Investigations into their backgrounds by
the Federal Police, Department of Immigra-
tion and Ethnic Affairs officers and two Hong
Kong policemen are understood to have been
completed.

The Hong Kong police officérs arrived
around the time the 23-meltre vessel, VT814,

docked in Darwin.
The department has said that some of the

people had paid money for their passage to
a Hong Kong syndicate.
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Asians to leave ‘quietly and quickly’
for Taiwan

Qantas has conlirmed that a
Boeing 747 has been chartered by
the Department of Immigration to
fly 146 Asians, who arrived in
Darwin on a fishing boal in Octo-
ber, to Taiwan tomorrow.

Official sources have conflirmed the
booking.

It is believed the Government has
been trying lo keep the operation secret
and to get the group out of the country
as quictly and quickly as possible.

No legal action is 1o be taken against
those responsible for bringing the
Asians to Australia, mainly because of
the ex involved and the hopeless-
ncss of recovering expenses already in-
curred.

I is believed rumours of the intended
deportation, which includes 60 children,
during the Christmas holiday period led
1o last week's escape attempt.

Nine people who made a bid for
freedom from the East Arm Quarantine
Centre at Darwin were caught.

A spokesperson for the Minister for
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, Mr
Macphé®, refused to comment on the
Might.

The refugees have posed a sensilive
humanitarian and policy problem for
the Government — and an expensive

one.

Mr Macphee has described the inci-
dent, in which a boat was disguised as
a Yictnamese fishing vessel, a “what
looks like an extremely serious rackel™.

He told Parliament on October 15
that the 60 children involved created
“considerable difficulties because they
are innocent victims of other people’s
decisions",

Investigation by Australian officials
and police, who travelled to Darwin
from Hong Kong, revealed that most —
if not all — of the people on the fishing
boat came from Taiwan or Hong Kong
and nol directly from Vietnam.

It is believed that most resided in
Yietnam before taking up residence in
third countries.

The incident was found to be part of
a well-planned syndicate racket to move
people illegally into Australia and con-
cerned mostly people of Chinese origin,

Some of the passengers had large
amounts of cash, including one couple
carrying $24,000.

When Australian authorities heard of
the imminent arrival of the VT838 the

Immigration (Unautharised Arrivals)
Act, passed last year, was proclaimed.

The Act seeks to penalise middlemen,
rather than passengers, engaged in il-
legal immigration.

In the present case it is believed the
Governmenl has reversed earlier inlen-
tions to lake action apainst alleged
organisers who came with the paying
passengers.

While court proceedings were under
way, alrcady high detention costs would
continue to increase and there would be
the cost of supplying legal aid,

Authorities are understoed to be con-
cerned about the possible reaction of
detainees to the news of their deporta-
tion.

The decision to deport them has been
known for some time, but the plan to
hurriedly My them to Taipei by charter
MNight has been a closely guarded secret.

Next page: Canberra Times, October 8, 1981, page 12




OHE HUNDRED and lhn:twnnl gfr
gold paved the way 1o cacape lor one
the I:E;m groups of refugees saved by
the ship, Cap Anamur.

That was the cost of beibes 0 incial
and port policemen who turned & biiad ey 1
the movements of the 98 mem, wamen and
children inwobved in the rigky bid for freedom.

But, iypical of modl oiher escapes, the
|Md’lh§i{|pﬂgm|hj due io the
many manthd pain-siaking planming, re-
hearzal and dealings on the enpensbve black-
markei lor the vital compass, charis and spare
parts needed Tor the harardoss trek seross he
South China Sea.

The masermind of the sttempt was Mr
Mgiyen Van Minh, 40, & father of lour who
had been a compsier eperatos with the South
Vietnamese Ooavernmeni befare the fall of
Saigon in April, 1975, Two years® gaol was the
first peralty for his politiesl alfillatzns.

After that, his backgrousd precluded him
lram o steady job and he was foreed fo che
oul 8 living as a [wrmer, somelhing he did not
do well, Hn eutape scheme evalved aboit 12
monihs mgo It wis o invalve all of his
relations in Yielnam,

“We bad no experience with ihe sea bui
were able to convisce the authoritibs 1o ey us
build & wark boat in my backysrd”, be aaid.
“All membery of the family coatributed the
cosl — the amosnts rarying sccording 1o their
econemic situaikons

“We had elght people working on the boat,
wnder the direction of & cousin who & »
carpenier.

The propeet was 3% ounces of gald, which
covered everything, including the engine. li
was very enpansive and we all had fo draw an
the savengs of our reipeetive families over a
lang. period of tima",

Bun Mor the band of escapees, the big cout
wai (0 coma Later when (he final phase of the
plan was implemented.

The first bribe, three cunces of goid, wis

il to a Commintst Party afficial in Ha Chi
minh City, to win a documesi stating that he
w1 communisl cadne. Witk this decument
he was able 10 go abesd 1o the port of Ving
Tau, 128 kilometres south-east of Ho Chi
Minh City and book the 38 people into o hatel
Swch a big group movemnend io the coad would
have been impossible without alTicaal saetan

The cover far the bolel booking was that
ihe party withed 1o have & vacalion 1o cele-
brate Vietnam's nathonal day — Seplember 2,

Hin neat bribe, iwo ounces of gald, waa paid
in praviacial police in Ca May province —
through which the 8 weald have 1o travel en
romte 1o the depariure podnd al Vung Tauw.

Bul ihe outlay came in Vung Tan
ilazdf, where port police beneliied 1o the
axtent of & coal 98 curces — oot gunce for
each perion wanting (o escape. They would
nol interfese when ibe boal made it move
towands the open sea.

“With everyibing arranged 1 returned o
Saigon [he dossn’s eall it Ho Chi Mirh Clry]
and had gverybody placed on small buses”, be
paid, “Then we headed afT oo our 'vacation’
wilhh me travelling behind the buses on my
molar cyele

“Al the checkpaint |a Ca May provinee |
simply went up front io identify the party and
we were llowsd ibrough without question

"We were not betrayed because fhe
policemsen take o risk by receiving bribes. The
poveramesi docia't know aboul it and, after
fwo or three limed, the policeman himsell
mudl Mee. First there i the danger af him
betng caunghi and second, he may have lsa
mu:h money 1o be able to spend it without

aroathng suspieion

BRIBES TO OFFICIALS

Gold paves way for refugees’
escape from Vietnam

Report: NORM ASBETT
Picture: DAYE TANMER

“There wii one policeman on sur boat in
this aitmation™,

He believed he was well-prepared for the
flight to ses because, during his iwo yeani in
gaol, be had been the avid pupil of & former
maval officer wha taught him navigaticesl
skills. (1 was already thinking of escape”, he

aaid).

A!nd he had packed the l-meire bast with
1, G0 liicren of water, T00 Kires of gasoline, 150
kibagrams of rice, 400 kalograms of dried food,
30 kilogrami of sugar and sssoried canned
meals ard bernoen, Five Making lines were an
added precautica

"We knew Lhai & ship was operating at &8
picking up refugees bat we did not know bs
name™, be said, “And, il we did not meet (it
ship we inpended 1o reach Singapore in lour
or [ive duys™

Officens and crew aboard ihs Cap Anamar
were nol 80 sure ihe venlure would hove
pucceeded a1 pcuph jll‘ll‘l‘llﬂ finto boats often
become so seasick that they cannol esl. There
are alie ibe dangers thet come wilh amalsar
navigalan

[ni & refugee camp on the Philippines island
of Palawan, we saw ihe physbcal wreck of a
man who had spent 44 dayi &t ssa — an what
“shoald" have been a five-day trip. He sur
wived by emiing the fleah of some of kis 18
dewd companicns,

While Minh and his 57 lamily members

bably owe their fresdam to ihe Liviik

e, there are Lhome who have made it, with
o mixiure of grit, ingenuity and sheer courage

Mpuyen Van Thuai, I8, i fch i mas The
faiker of three was leader ol & seven-metre
cralt located by Cap Arnamur with 31 pecple
on board — seven of ihen children

At fird aight they appeared the poorest of
the relugaes rescwed by the ship, theer chathing
drab and dirly, They were 1o e the mon
intelleeiual and pragressave af ihe bol

Their appearance was all part af a plas i
alip through the cordons al pori police and
cosiguard vessehs by looking just s they did

- Mzhermen.

m; had been the direcior af Lhe rescarch
depariment of the Soath Yietmamess Hoise
of Representatives before the fall of Saigon
and has decizion to escape dited buck 1o (hat
gvent. Hia lormer positian préchuded hina fram

tting any job till 1977 when he was able to
s‘rin o amall iruck for & workshep,

Bui lfe was tough and, with the help of
a frignd who iv a mortherner, be received o
permit ba build & baat, He knew nothing about
boats or the e

Wiih the assitance of a local earpenter and
thig autlay of seven cunces af gobd, the craft
was prepaned aboul sin mosths ago.

*To escape we haod 1o cross abour 100
kilometres of water comtrolied by the police™,
he said. “So every day thal we went feshing
we observed whene the police boals were and
where to hide il necessary

“We lelt on our eicape ol dam and were
wery tired and tense after 10 months of
plansing. 1T we luiled we would be arrested
ard the punivhmend would be MEVETE.

“For the oibers, three years jadl. For me.
perhags eternal imprisonment becaise | wai
the nkser.

":E.puud weveral police bosis but ibey
were nod antracted by un We were lucky™,

() Wenld saprght = W, Mrpan Lid

One day before their arrival in the Fhlluq!rh:. the 695 refugees macued
by the Cap Animur stage a “thank-you™ gathering for the ship's caprain
and crew

An ouirigger lakes the refugees dsbore al Puzrio Princesn on the
Philippincs island of Palawan, where they entered a transil camp



