Refugee Action Committee          
Letter to DIMIA Staff, Canberra.                                               24 May 2003
Many persons in the community are deeply concerned about the possibility of forced deportations of our friends currently in Detention.  There will be protests/actions, including demonstrations outside DIMIA offices by fair-minded Australians, not wishing to associate themselves with these inhuman acts. Such actions have been planned by refugee support groups around the country and the world.
We of the Refugee Action Committee, Canberra, wish to notify you of our next action, which will be at Chan Street, Belconnen, from 4pm this Wednesday, 28May. At this rally we will launch the newly formed National Anti- Deportation Alliance.
We would like you to be aware that our protest is not aimed at staff. We appreciate you are doing your job as best you can. Our protest action is aimed at decision makers within the Department of Immigration and Multicultural affairs, and in particular at the government Minister who issues orders and makes policy decisions in conjunction with the executive.
Our contention is that many of those threatened with forced deportation will be forcibly returned to countries with horrific human rights records. This is despite the fact that they are genuine refugees, unable to prove their cases. For some, language, fear and the system itself have prevented them from receiving a fair hearing. Others may never meet the narrow definition of refugee as defined in the Geneva Convention. Nevertheless they are genuine victims of persecution unfortunately not covered by the Geneva definition. We refer to victims of ethnic, tribal, civil war and religious violence. Persecution for these reasons is not dealt with by the Geneva Convention, but is in fact included in newer conventions, namely Africa’s AOU convention and the Latin American Cartagena Declaration. It is UNHCR’s position that persons fleeing such conditions, and whose state is unwilling or unable to protect them, should be considered refugees. You decide for yourselves. UNHCR holds that the origin of the persecution should not be decisive in determining refugee status. 
In contrast our government’s position places persons whose suffering originates from causes outside those in the Geneva Convention are not to be considered for refugee status. Philip Ruddock frequently refers to these people as “not genuine refugees” or “failed asylum seekers”. Once again decide for yourselves how fair this really is. Some western countries concerned with humanity and compassion get around this situation by allowing the government, or the Minister to give protection for humanitarian reasons. In our country the Minister, Philip Ruddock has this authority, but unfortunately chooses not to use it. 
We also challenge the fairness of procedures and decisions made by officials in executive positions within DIMIA and the Refugee Tribunal. We contend that:
1. Some of the decisions made are perverse and some have already been found to be procedurally unfair by the High Court.  

2. There are anomalies that allow different persons from the same family or situation to receive different outcomes in their appeals. 

3. It is likely there has been abuse of process by some interpreters and/or decision makers employed by the department.

4.  Some evidence exists of bias on the part of specific officials within the Refugee Tribunal. 

It against natural justice, the Australian way and international law to deport a person against his or her will, in any manner whatsoever, to a territory where he or she fears persecution. It is even more abhorrent to do this on the basis of a review process that has already been found to be flawed. 
We are therefore demanding

that no-one be deported by force without at least

 an independent review of his or her case.
It is not in Australia’s interests to forcibly deport people to unsafe and life threatening situations.

The plight of our friends in Australia’s detention camps calls for a compassionate and humanitarian response.
The protests organized by the Refugee Action Committee in Canberra and other groups around Australia aim to draw attention to, and protest strongly against, forced deportations. We do this not only for asylum seekers, but also in the interests of our children, who deserve a just and fair Australia where human life is valued and all persons are treated with dignity, respect and justice.
We invite you to call in on our protest after work, to collect information leaflets and to give support to the campaign for justice and compassion for asylum seekers. We further invite you to go to our website at www.refugeeaction.org   or to contact us at info@refugeeaction.org  for further information.

